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The book 'A Good Man is Hard to Find' is written by Mary Flannery

The book 'A Good Man is Hard to Find' is written by Mary Flannery O'Connor and was first published in the year 1953. it is a short story about a family that took a trip to Florida from Georgia when they encounter an escaped convict who murders them. the main themes presented in the story include violence, goodness, punishment and Forgiveness, family conflict and family love, and moral decay just to mention a few. the themes are portrayed by the grandmother whose name has not been mentioned, her son Bailey and his wife and two kids John Wesley and June Star, and three escape convicts lead by the misfit, who O'Connor uses as the main characters in the story. through these six characters among others not mentioned in this essay paper, it is clear that human beings have both kind and animalistic personalities. people can be good and at the same time very evil depending on the prevailing circumstances presented before them. 
In a brief description, the story starts in Georgia with Bailey who intends to take his family for a vacation to Florida. his mother wants him to drive through Tennesse, a small town which John Wesley and June Star have never been to. in their argument about the route to take, she shows him a newspaper article about an escaped convict the Mistif who was last seen in Florida. they take their trip to Florida the next day throughout which the grandmother tells stories about houses and people in every place they pass through. a grave misfortune happens along the road trip and they find themselves in an accident. the grandmother flags down an incoming hearse for help and three men come out of the car, one of them being the Misfit. the misfit and his gang take out Bailey and his family deep into the wood and murders them
The main themes in the story are violence, grace, and the family loves among other minor themes. The theme of grace manifests itself within two major characters, the Misfit and the grandmother. The Misfit does not believe in the salvation given to human beings by Jesus Christ. The grandmother and the Misfit are on two opposing sides of theological beliefs. Grandmother has contradicting beliefs about the goodness in people. When her life is threatened by the Misfit, she tries to convince the Mistif that he is a good man inside. Also, violence is evident in almost all characters. According to O'Connor, violence changes people, and in most cases, they turn for the worst. For instance, the grandmother when confronted with the death threat, she turns from the immoral and pushing mother to a polite religious woman (Harris, 2014). In her final moments, the grandmother understands the importance and essence of refinement. Among other minor themes, family love and hate, and prejudice also become evident. The grandmother predisposes herself as a young lady full of life. She is a proud woman and who pays attention to her dressing and public appearance. Without leaving out Baily, he presents the theme of the family with both love and hate. One most recurring aspect of the Baileys family constant fight and arguments that lead them through a wrong path, get into an accident and end up dying (Zhao, 2017).
Flannery O'Connor born March 25, 1925, and died on August 3, 1964, is a novelist known all over the United States and the rest of the world for her literary works. most of the work she has written is of the gothic literature style, with most of the characters in her books being violent (O'Connor, 2016). this is evident in her work "A Good Man is Hard to Find" which provides the base of the essay discussion. in analyzing the book, the focus will be on how O'Connor portrays human nature and personality through various characters and characterization in the story. 
human personality refers to differences in characteristics between people. these are often patterns of thinking, feelings, and behavior, as influenced by mental, social, biological, and environmental factors. the story portrays different human nature through the different characters in the story. the grandmother is a close-minded person and has a selfish personality. Despite her age, she only thinks about herself and puts herself up and beyond everyone else. she hides her cat disregarding Bailey's wish, and it causes an accident that nearly kills them. if that was not enough, she flags down the mistif who ends up shooting all of them. throughout her entire conversation with the Mistif, she tries to convince him that he is a good person only to save his skin. 
The Mistif on the other hand has been raised in a prison and only understands the hard life. having been convicted for a mistake he had no idea about made him believe that people are not good. he intends to help them fix their car but changes his mind when the grandmother recognizes him. he orders his fellow escapees to simultaneously murder Bailey's family. in his long conversation with the grandmother, he quotes that he does not believe in right or wrong, but people should get punished for what other people believe is wrong. According to him, the grandmother was wrong to recognize him and she, together with the whole family paid the price. through his philosophies, we gate to know that the Mistif personality is relevant to his environmental upbringing. he does not believe in religion and his code of conduct and moral beliefs are himself (Harris, 2014). 
Finally, Bailey, the family man has a personality of his own. bailey portrays calm and reluctant traits, and despite the unending distractions from his family and nagging mother, he can focus on the trip. after a disturbing conversation with his mother, he gives in to the demands of the grandmother, and they take the Tennessee route to Florida. also, he is easily irritable and gets weary. he crashes the car into a ditch in the middle of nowhere after the grandmother's cat distracts him plus the disobedience of his unsettling children. with his polite personality, he is the first to be shot and murdered. 
This is a short but very interesting story. the fear of an unknown enemy leads a whole family to die in the hands of a fictional convict. within the sort preview, it is clear that the setting of the story is mainly in the woods, somewhere along the road to Florida in Tennesse. the grandmother, Bailey, his wife and children, and the Mistif bring out all the different forms of personalities and human nature through the main themes of violence, divine grace, family love, hate, and goodness and moral decay.
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